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Abstract: 

The aim of the research paper is to investigate the association between the Rural Community-Based 

Tourism (RCBT) exploration and sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) attainment. The rural 

community-based tourism has gained much attention in present conditions to meet the sustainable 

development goals in many countries. This descriptive research demonstrated the contribution of rural 

community-based tourism for developing and implementing strategies and policies to promote SDGs 

and also sought the forces, opportunities and challenges for achieving SDGs associated with rural 

community-based tourism in Bangladesh. There are many historical heritage sites with a diverse range 

of cultures, traditions, and natural resources in Bangladesh. The proposed model could be used in many 

studies that analyze different variables of rural community-based tourism that influence in promoting 

sustainable development goals. The results of the study demonstrated that many activities like poverty, 

hunger, good health & wellbeing, gender equality, clean water & sanitation, decent work, economic 

growth, sustainable cities & communities, responsible consumption & production, climate action, life 

below water, life on land can be integrated with rural community-based tourism to attain the SDGs in 

Bangladesh. The empirical model also identifies the components of rural community-based tourism that 

will be able to continue the progress in implementing the SDGs in the right way as well. The overall 

results will show the rural community-based tourism as a favorable tool that can contribute to promote 

sustainable development goals in Bangladesh. 

Keywords: Rural community-based tourism, sustainable development goals, sustainable tourism, 

Bangladesh

1.   Introduction  

Bangladesh is a bid fair country with rich 

cultural heritage, diverse natural landscapes, 

tourism products, destinations, and community 

orientations, which provide a unique opportunity 

for rural tourism. Rural tourism means tourism 

activities with the combination of three elements: 

people, space, and products [1]. Sustainable 

development in Bangladesh can be achieved 

through rural community-based tourism (RCBT), 

which has become a fundamental strategy in the 

last decade [2]. Local communities are involved 

in managing and benefiting from rural 

community-based tourism activities, which align 

with various SDGs [3]. Previous research [4] has 

identified rural tourism features and connections 

between the rural community and their 

participation in activities promoting sustainable 

development goals. RCBT can contribute to 

sustainable development through the unique 
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cultural and ecological assets of rural areas, 

though these rural communities face many 

obstacles [5]. RCBT can also create new income 

sources by attracting tourists that can help reduce 

poverty, and it can generate new jobs for local 

communities such as guiding tours, providing 

accommodations, and providing other relevant 

services [6]. According to Mora [7], by 

encouraging tourists to experience local food and 

farming practices, RCBT can boost the demand 

for locally produced foods, supporting 

agricultural livelihoods, which often involves 

community initiatives that can improve food 

security and nutrition. Tourism can promote 

physical activities such as hiking, cycling, and 

other outdoor adventures, benefiting tourists who 

may invest in better health facilities and services 

for the tourists and local communities [8]. 

In Bangladesh, where rural poverty remains a 

significant concern, rural community-based 

tourism offers a way to diversify income sources 

and reduce dependency on agriculture [1]. 

Research shows that community-based tourism 

initiatives can lead to increased household 

income and economic resilience [9]. This aligns 

with SDG 1 (No Poverty) and SDG 8 (Decent 

Work and Economic Growth), as it supports 

economic development and promotes sustainable 

livelihoods [10]. Rural community-based 

tourism initiatives often focus on preserving 

local traditions, customs, and crafts, thus 

contributing to the conservation of cultural 

heritage. This aspect of rural community-based 

tourism supports SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and 

Communities) [8]. Bangladesh is also a country 

of numerous ethnic groups and indigenous 

communities reside, CBT can facilitate the 

documentation and celebration of diverse 

cultural practices, enhancing social cohesion and 

fostering mutual respect [11]. RCBT in rural 

areas also promotes environmental conservation 

by encouraging sustainable practices and raising 

awareness about the importance of natural 

resource management [12]. RCBT initiatives 

often include activities such as wildlife 

observation, eco-friendly lodging, and nature 

conservation projects, which contribute to SDG 

12 (responsible consumption and production) 

and SDG 15 (life on land) [13]. These efforts 

help protect local ecosystems, reduce 

environmental degradation, and enhance 

biodiversity. The involvement of women and 

marginalized groups in CBT activities is another 

critical area where this approach aligns with the 

SDGs. By providing training and opportunities 

for these groups to participate in tourism 

enterprises, CBT can contribute to gender 

equality (SDG 5) and reduce social inequalities 

[14]. In Bangladesh, where women often face 

significant barriers to economic participation, 

rural community-based tourism can offer 

pathways to empowerment and economic 

independence [15]. Rural community-based 

tourism can enhance the resilience of rural 

communities by diversifying their economic 

activities and reducing their vulnerability to 

economic shocks. By fostering local 

entrepreneurship and building community 

capacities, RCBT supports SDG 13 (climate 

action) [16]. This descriptive-based research tries 

to find out the relationship between rural 

community-based tourism and sustainable 

development goals in Bangladesh. 

2. Research Objectives 

The study mainly conducted with a broad 

objective to represent the linkage between the 

rural community-based tourism exploration and 

sustainable goals attainment. Based on the main 

objective, it specifies some other objectives as 

follows: 

➢ To develop a proposed model (Fig. 1) how 

RCBT contribute to sustainable 

development; 

➢ To investigate the possibilities, illustrate the 

SWOT analysis of RCBT and identify the 

possible beneficiaries from RCBT; 

➢ To recommend the strategies that can be 

implemented to explore RCBT in 

Bangladesh and promote sustainable 
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development goals. 

3.  A Brief Literature Review 

Rural Community-Based Tourism (RCBT) has 

emerged as a momentous stratagem for 

promoting sustainable development in rural areas 

of Bangladesh. This literature review synthesizes 

results from various research, highlighting the 

contributions of RCBT to community welfare, 

community development, economic growth, and 

environmental sustainability. RCBT is 

considered as a strategic pattern of tourism 

which is designed to be sustainable and to 

benefit the local communities all over the world 

[13]. It strengthens the connection with local 

inhabitants in tourism planning, management and 

development to ensure the economic and social 

benefits of tourism activities [17]. This 

innovative approach is not only enhancing local 

livelihoods but also fosters cultural preservation 

and environmental stewardship around the world 

[14]. According to Krittayaruangroj [18] 

mentioned that CBT can significantly contribute 

to the sustainable economic development of rural 

communities by providing direct and indirect 

employment opportunities, stimulates local 

businesses, and enhances the income of 

community members. Another study found that 

economic contributions are the most significant 

aspect of rural tourism, with various sub-

attributes such as job creation, local business 

support, reduce poverty and women 

empowerment [19]. On the other hand, CBT 

encourages the preservation of local traditions 

and cultures by promoting cultural exchanges 

between tourists and residents [20]. According to 

Dewi [21], RCBT can help to protect natural 

resources, environmental elements and 

encourage to promote sustainable development 

goals by promoting responsible tourism 

practices. Other studies have shown that rural 

tourism can contribute to environmental recycle, 

regeneration, re-use and the conservation of 

biodiversity, making it a valuable tool for 

achieving environmental sustainability [22]. 

RCBT also enhances educational and leisure 

opportunities, gathers visitors’ real experiences, 

connects them to the local culture and 

environment, offering residents opportunities for 

personal and professional development through 

training and capacity-building initiatives for both 

tourists and local communities [23]. 

Despite the benefits of RCBT, it faces several 

challenges to meet the sustainable development 

goals. Critics argue that without proper 

management and planning, CBT can lead to the 

commodification of culture and environmental 

degradation [11], [24]. It is indispensable for 

policymakers, government, researchers and 

person involve in CBT to address these 

challenges by executing recommended 

frameworks that ensure the sustainable 

development of tourism activities while 

safeguarding community interests. 

Understanding the enduring impacts of CBT on 

rural development, employment creation, 

economic growth and exploring innovative 

practices can enhance its effectiveness as a 

sustainable development strategy. Rural 

community-based tourism presents a 

multilayered approach to promoting sustainable 

development goals in rural areas of Bangladesh 

[25]. By integrating economic, sociocultural, and 

environmental dimensions, CBT can 

significantly improve community welfare and 

contribute to the broader goals of sustainable 

development. 

4.   Research Methods 

This is descriptive based qualitative research, 

used to examine the impact of rural community-

based tourism for promoting sustainable 

development goals in Bangladesh. This 

methodology involves a combination of mixed 

approaches designed to capture a comprehensive 

view of the dynamic forces, challenges, 

opportunities and threats of RCBT. Hypothetical 

literature, institutional reports, tourism statistics, 

and preceding research studies are reviewed in 

order to contextualize primary research findings 
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and identify gaps and trends. To enhance and 

strengthen the findings of initial studies, authors 

conduct a literature study and analyze primary 

and secondary data. This empirical research tries 

to engage the community members over a 

collaborative session to gather their perceptions, 

intentions and overall insights on tourism 

development and sustainability with considering 

communities with admiration, understanding 

local customs, habits and traditions. 

 

Figure 1: Proposed Model of Rural Community-Based Tourism (RCBT)

Table 01: Elements of RCBT to promote SDGs 

Key Focus 

Points 
Solution Explanation 

Community 

Involvement 

and 

Engagement 

 

✓ Stakeholder involvement: Engaging local residents, community leaders, 

and businesses in decision-making and planning processes. 

✓ Awareness & education: Educating the community about the benefits and 

responsibilities of tourism. 

✓ Training programs: Providing training on hospitality, tourism 

management, and cultural preservation. 

✓ Skill development: Enhancing skills related to guidance, language 

proficiency, and customer service. 

Cultural 

Heritage and 

✓ Cultural experiences: Offering authentic local experiences such as 

traditional festivals, crafts, and cuisine. 
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Traditions ✓ Respect for traditions: Ensuring that tourism activities respect and 

promote local customs and traditions. 

✓ Handicrafts: Supporting the production and sale of local handicrafts and 

artworks in a large scale. 

✓ Traditional music & dance: Incorporating local music and dance among 

the tourist and local communities. 

Natural 

Resources and 

Environment 

 

✓ Sustainable practices: Implementing eco-friendly practices to protect local 

ecosystems and biodiversity. 

✓ Waste management: Promoting waste reduction, recycling, reuse and 

proper disposal. 

✓ Ecotourism: Developing green tourism products that highlight natural 

attractions such as swamplands, forests, rivers & ancient archeology. 

✓ Adventure tourism: Offering activities like climbing, bird-watching, 

boating, trekking, rafting and scuba diving etc. 

Infrastructure 

and 

Accessibility 

✓ Road access: Improving transportation infrastructure to connect rural areas 

with major urban hubs around the country. 

✓ Public transport: Availing public transport options for tourists. 

✓ Accommodation: Developing local guesthouses, homestays, and eco-

lodges. 

✓ Facilities: Providing essential amenities like clean water, drinking water, 

restrooms, and information centers. 

Tourism 

Marketing and 

Promotion 

✓ Unique identity: Addressing a distinct brand identity for the rural 

destination based on its unique features and attractions. 

✓ Promotional materials: Creating brochures, websites, and social media 

content to attract tourists nationally/internationally. 

✓ Collaborations: Partnering with travel agencies, tour operators, tour 

organizers and local businesses to promote the local destinations. 

✓ Networking: Engaging with tourism networks and organizations to 

enhance visibility and support for all stakeholders. 

Visitor 

Experience & 

Management 

 

✓ Customer satisfaction: Ensuring high standards of service to enhance the 

overall visitor experience. 

✓ Feedback mechanisms: Collecting and responding to visitors’ feedback to 

make tourism sustainability. 

✓ Health & safety: Executing measures to ensure the health and safety of 

visitors, travelers, communities and all stakeholders. 

✓ Emergency preparedness: Developing a sustainable & effective procedure 

for handling emergencies, uncertainties and ensuring visitors safety, 

security and wellbeing. 
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5. Alignment of RCBT with SDG 1 and SDG 12 

The strategic design of RCBT plays crucial role to 

promote SDGs and strengthen policy alignment. 

Recent research evidence confirms that this new 

tourism approach yields measurable socio-

economic and environmental benefits.  

With SDG 1 (No Poverty): RCBT is acting as a 

direct catalyst for the alleviation of poverty by 

generating sustainable livelihoods [26]. Research 

shows that RCBT models, specifically homestays 

tourism, paying guest tourism, can lift families 

out of poverty while retaining local decision 

making power and overall empowerment [27]. 

The practical implementation in countries like 

Bangladesh, Nepal, India, Maldives, and 

Malaysia demonstrates success through skills 

training in hospitality and guiding, which creates 

direct employment and support micro 

entrepreneurship [28]. 

With SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and 

Production): RCBT also promotes sustainability 

by linking tourism to local resources [29]. Agro-

tourism models that utilize organic farming, 

minimizing waste generation, promote sustainable 

supply chains and local products exemplify 

circular economy principles reducing 

environmental impact while educating visitors 

[30]. RCBT concept also empowering local 

communities to preserve cultural heritage, 

optimize production patterns, encouraging 

environmental conscious visitor behavior and 

ensure long term ecological balance alongside 

inclusive economic resilience [31]. 

 

6.  SWOT Analysis and Discussions 

Table 02: The SWOT analysis of RCBT to promote SDGs 

Strength’s analysis of RCBT 

Rich Cultural 

Heritage 

Bangladesh is a country of cultural heritage including ancient architecture, 

monuments, landscapes, archive materials, works of art, artifacts, folklore, 

traditions, language, and biodiversity which is great strength for RCBT to 

promote SDGs [32]. 

Handicrafts and 

Art 

RCBT provides economic benefits, preserve traditional skills, knowledges 

through showing traditional crafts (weaving, pottery, and woodwork) that 

will be helpful for SDGs attainment [6]. 

Scenic 

Landscapes 

The natural attraction, charming landscapes including rivers, wetlands, and 

rural farmland are key to developing tourism and SDGs attainment [33]. 

Rich Biodiversity Bangladesh also hosts several biodiversity-like plants, animals, birds, 

mangrove forest (UNESCO world heritage site) which promote tourism and 

sustainability [34]. 

Community 

Participation 

CBT initiatives often involve local communities in tourism planning, 

management and economic growth ensuring benefit and sustainability [20]. 

Income RCBT initiatives create job opportunities and stimulate local economies that 
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Generation helps in reducing poverty and promoting local entrepreneurship [22]. 

Cultural 

Preservation 

CBT supports the preservation of local customs and traditions by integrating 

them into tourism experiences, thereby ensuring their survival for future 

generations [5]. 

Eco-Friendly 

Practices 

Another strength of RCBT is that it emphasizes environmental 

sustainability, eco-friendly accommodations, waste management practices 

[18]. 

Government 

Initiatives 

The Bangladesh government and various NGOs support rural tourism 

development through strategic policies and programs aimed at improving 

infrastructure and promoting tourism [7]. 

Training and 

Development 

Numerous programs and projects conducted and provide training local 

communities how to manage, earn, benefit from tourism effectively [35]. 

Weaknesses analysis of RCBT 

Inadequate 

Infrastructure 

Lack proper roads and transportation facilities can make the tourist 

destinations difficult to reach and navigate [6]. 

Limited Facilities Lack of adequate accommodation, sanitation, hygienic foods, healthcare 

facilities in rural areas can deter tourists from visiting [36]. 

Limited Funding Insufficient investment in tourism infrastructure and development projects 

can impede the growth & sustainability of rural tourism [6]. 

Revenue Leakage A significant portion of tourism revenue may leak out of the local economy 

due to the involvement of external tour operators and businesses [6]. 

Skill Gaps Local communities may lack the necessary skills and training to effectively 

manage and operate tourism businesses [3]. 

Cultural 

Misunderstanding 

Inadequate understanding and respect for local customs and traditions by 

tourists and operators can lead to cultural clashes [37]. 

Impact on 

Ecosystems 

Increased tourism activities can lead to environmental degradation, such as 

pollution and habitat destruction, especially in sensitive areas [24]. 

Inconsistent 

Practices 

Not all CBT initiatives adhere to sustainable practices, leading to potential 

long-term environmental impacts [28]. 

Limited Appeal Rural destinations may struggle to attract sufficient numbers of tourists due 

to lack of information, awareness and promotion [38]. 

Fluctuating 

Demand 

Tourism in rural areas can be highly seasonal, leading to periods of low 

visitor numbers and unstable income for local businesses [31]. 

Lack of 

Enforcement 

Inadequate regulations and weak enforcement mechanisms can lead to 

mismanagement and exploitation in tourism development [27]. 

Fragmented 

Efforts 

Poor coordination between different stakeholders, including government 

agencies, NGOs, and local communities, can lead to inefficiencies [1]. 

Opportunities analysis of RCBT 

Domestic Travel After the pandemic COVID-19, tourists seek new and less crowded 
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Trends destinations which creates the opportunities for rural tourism & change the 

domestic travel trends [39]. 

Cultural and 

Natural Appeal 

Another opportunity of rural tourism is unique cultural heritage and natural 

beauty which attract international tourists seeking authentic and off-the-

beaten-path experiences [2]. 

Unique 

Traditions & 

Festivals 

Diverse cultural traditions, festivals, and handicrafts of rural Bangladesh 

can enhance the attractiveness of rural destinations [32]. 

Protected Areas 

& Biodiversity 

Promoting tourism in protected areas like the Sundarbans, hill tracts can 

attract enthusiastic tourists [27], [4]. 

Business 

Opportunities 

Local entrepreneurship in tourism, hospitality, crafts, and tour guiding can 

stimulate economic growth and create jobs in rural areas [5], [31]. 

Training 

Programs 

Executing training programs for local communities in hospitality 

management, sustainable practices, and marketing can enhance their ability 

to manage tourism initiatives effectively [40], [41]. 

Government 

Initiatives 

Supportive policies and government initiatives aimed at promoting rural 

tourism can provide financial incentives, infrastructure development, and 

promotional activities [42]. 

Collaborative 

Projects 

Encouraging partnerships between the government, private sector, and 

NGOs can enhance resources and expertise available for rural tourism 

projects [8]. 

Sustainable 

Tourism Models 

Adopting eco-friendly tourism practices can attract environmentally 

conscious travelers and promote to SDGs attainment [35]. 

Local 

Involvement in 

Conservation 

Engaging local communities in conservation efforts and sustainable 

management of natural resources can enhance the effectiveness of tourism 

initiatives [4]. 

Digital Platforms Utilizing digital platforms for marketing, booking, and virtual tours can 

expand the reach of rural tourism and attract a global audience [18]. 

Innovative 

Solutions 

Integrating technology such as mobile apps for local tours and information 

can enhance the visitor experience and modernize tourism operations [8]. 

Interactive 

Experiences 

Developing cultural exchange programs that involve interaction between 

tourists and local communities can enhance cultural understanding and 

create memorable experiences [43]. 

Learning 

Opportunities 

Offering educational tours focused on local traditions, conservation, and 

sustainable practices can attract academic and educational groups [44]. 

Threats analysis of RCBT 

Environmental 

Impact 

Tourism activity may lead to environmental degradation, pollution, habitat 

destruction, and overuse of natural resources [3]. 

Impact on Climate change may affect weather patterns, alter ecosystems, and increase 
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Ecosystems the frequency of natural disasters, which can adversely impact rural tourism 

sites [45]. 

Irregular Income Rural tourism may be highly seasonal, leading to fluctuating income levels 

and financial uncertainty for local businesses and communities [46]. 

Market 

Sensitivity 

Rural tourism economies may be vulnerable to economic downturns and 

fluctuations in tourist spending, which can impact local livelihoods [10]. 

Cultural 

Commodification 

Tourism may lead to the commercialization and alteration of local traditions 

and customs, diminishing their authenticity [34]. 

Cultural 

Sensitivity 

Misunderstandings and conflicts between tourists and local communities 

can arise, leading to tensions and negative impacts on local cultures [47]. 

Inconsistent 

Service Impact 

Unreliable service quality and insufficient training for local tourism 

operators can negatively affect the tourist experience [48]. 

Unpredictable 

Conditions 

Political instability and unrest can create an unfavorable environment for 

tourism development and deter potential visitors [49]. 

Community 

Tensions 

Disputes within communities and tourism operators may interrupt tourism 

activities and harm the local social norms [50]. 

Public Health 

Issues 

Health risks, including disease outbreaks and inadequate healthcare 

facilities, may impact both tourists and local residents [19]. 

Security Issues Safety concerns, including crime and inadequate emergency services, may 

affect tourists’ perceptions of safety and security [3]. 

Increased 

Competition 

Growing competition from other rural destinations or alternative forms of 

tourism may affect the market share and attractiveness of rural CBT [17]. 

Evolving Trends Shifts in tourist preferences and expectations can impact demand for rural 

tourism experiences and require constant adaptation [18]. 

 

7. Beneficial of Rural Community-Based 

Tourism 

Income generation is the first beneficial of RCBT, 

because the community members can earn 

revenue through direct participation with tourism 

activities like guiding, hospitality, selling local 

crafts or doing other relevant business. 

▪ Rural community-based tourism creates a big 

job opportunity among the decent areas of 

Bangladesh like housing, food services, and 

conveyance which may reduce unemployment 

and enlightening livings of rural dwellers [51]. 

▪ RCBT helps to preserve and promote local 

ethnicities, festivals, arts, crafts by creating a 

global market for cultural products and 

experiences [52]. 

▪ RCBT helps to interact with local and foreign 

tourists by fostering cross cultural exchange, 

allowing communities to share their heritage 

and traditions [53]. 

▪ Education, training and learning programs 

associated with RCBT enhance the 

knowledge, skills, abilities and aptitude which 

helps to empower the community members to 

manage, earn and benefit from tourism 

effectively [54]. 

▪ Tourism always creates entrepreneurial and 

local business opportunities that includes 

small-medium enterprises and artisans that 

make benefited the local dwellers. 

▪ Tourism also provides a platform for business 

viability and economic resilience to diversify 

products & offerings to explore new revenue 

streams. 
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▪ RCBT also enhances facilities by investing in 

tourism infrastructure like transportation, 

environmental development, safety and 

security establishment and operational 

efficiency that also make the lifestyle of local 

dwellers easier and more accessible [55]. 

▪ RCBT ensures a large portion of revenue 

generation for the community and government 

through taxes, permits, and entrance fees. 

▪ Tourism-related income can be reinvested in 

community development projects and public 

services that ensure the quality of life, 

wellbeing, community identity and community 

pride. 

▪ Perceptions from RCBT initiatives assist 

community and government agencies to 

develop more effective tourism policies and 

strategies that can ensure cultural & heritage 

preservation, restoration of historical 

monuments & inscriptions. 

▪ By the exploration of RCBT, tourists gain 

ecological-consumerism knowledge & 

inimitable satisfaction by engaging with local 

cultures, traditions, customs and natural 

environments [56]. 

▪ By utilizing sustainable techniques, local 

history, and environmental conservation, 

RCBT provides educational opportunities and 

cross-cultural learning. 

▪ Tourists often find personal pleasure in 

supporting sustainable and community-

focused tourism initiatives, contributing to 

positive social, political, cultural, 

demographical and environmental impacts. 

▪ RCBT can contribute to the preservation of 

natural resources, habitats, wildlife & maintain 

biodiversity through environmental awareness.  

▪ Promoting sustainable tourism practices help 

minimize environmental degradation, 

unspoiled lands, cultural integrity, 

depopulation and socio-cultural stability. 

Finally, RCBT initiatives often include 

community visibility, employment stability, build 

technological skills & abilities, create leisure & 

recreational opportunities, secure health, reduce 

mental anxieties and nostalgia nurturing [2]. 

8. Conclusion 

Rural community-based tourism (RCBT) 

represents a promising avenue for fostering 

sustainable development in Bangladesh’s rural 

areas. By integrating local community 

engagement, economic growth, and 

environmental conservation, RCBT can 

significantly contribute to the holistic 

development of these regions. RCBT offers 

substantial economic benefits by creating income-

generating opportunities for local communities. 

The rural community members can spread their 

earning sources and improve their daily lives by 

involving themselves in tourism activities like 

guiding, doing business, hospitality, and arts and 

crafts directly. A sustainable tourism activity can 

boost economic extension to local businesses, 

which can experience sustainable growth over the 

increasing demand for goods and services. 

Furthermore, community-based tourism can 

stimulate infrastructural development, 

environmental conservation, economic solvency, 

political awareness, and cultural nurturing, which 

further can provide the benefits for local 

enterprises and enhances the quality of local 

dwellers lives. RCBT also adopts the preservation 

and promotion of cross-cultural heritage by 

creating platforms for communities to showcase 

their traditions, customs, habits, festivals, arts, 

and crafts. This cross-cultural exchange not only 

augments the tourist experience but also 

reinforces the importance of cultural preservation 

among local populations all over the world.  

Moreover, RCBT empowers communities by 

involving them in decision-making processes and 

tourism management, which strengthens their 

capacity to influence development outcomes and 

ensure that tourism benefits are equitably 

distributed. A fundamental principle of 

sustainable RCBT is the obligation to reduce the 

negativity of socio-cultural and environmental 

impacts. By implementing eco-friendly practices 
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and promoting conservation efforts, RCBT can 

help to protect natural resources and biodiversity. 

On the other hand, taking initiatives like wildlife 

conservation, sustainable land management, and 

waste reduction is integral to maintaining the 

ecological balance of rural areas of Bangladesh. 

Additionally, tourism activities can raise 

environmental awareness among tourists, local 

communities, and stakeholders, fostering a 

collective responsibility for ecological 

stewardship. Despite the potentialities of local 

community-based tourism in Bangladesh, it faces 

shortcomings that must be addressed to maximize 

its overall benefits. These include managing the 

balance between tourism growth and 

environmental sustainability, ensuring equitable 

distribution of tourism benefits, balancing 

investment, and mitigating the risks of cultural 

commodification. Effective management 

strategies, stakeholder collaboration, and 

continuous monitoring are essential to 

overcoming these challenges and ensuring that 

CBT remains a sustainable and beneficial model. 

For RCBT to thrive, supportive strategies, 

policies and strategic planning are crucial. 

Government agencies, NGOs, and local 

stakeholders must work together to develop and 

implement policies that can promote sustainable 

practices, provide capacity-building support, and 

ensure that local communities have a significant 

role in tourism development. Investing in 

infrastructure, education, and marketing can 

further enhance the attractiveness and viability of 

rural CBT initiatives. In summary, rural 

community-based tourism holds noteworthy 

promise to promote sustainable developments in 

Bangladesh by delivering social, economic, 

cultural, and environmental benefits. Through 

thoughtful planning, community involvement, 

and supportive policies, RCBT can contribute to 

the sustainable development of rural areas, 

enhancing both the quality of life for residents 

and the experiences of tourists. 

 

9. Recommendations 

Based on this descriptive study, several strategic 

recommendations can be implemented to explore 

rural community-based tourism (RCBT) in 

Bangladesh and to promote sustainable 

development goals (SDGs): 

▪ By involving the community members in the 

planning and management of tourism 

initiatives to ensure their needs and 

preferences are addressed. 

▪ There should provide training and resources 

to local stakeholders to enhance their skills in 

tourism management, hospitality, and 

environmental stewardship. 

▪ To implement sustainable practices in 

tourism infrastructure, such as waste 

management, energy efficiency, and water 

conservation. 

▪ To support initiatives that protect natural 

habitats and wildlife, integrating conservation 

into tourism activities. 

▪ To ensure tourism practices respect and 

promote local traditions, crafts, and festivals, 

avoiding cultural commodification. 

▪ Should offer tourists genuine cultural 

experiences that benefit both visitors and 

local communities. 

▪ To invest in improving transportation 

infrastructure to increase accessibility to rural 

tourism sites. 

▪ To develop essential services such as clean 

water, sanitation, and healthcare facilities in 

tourist areas. 

▪ Develop marketing strategies that highlight 

unique aspects of rural tourism, such as local 

culture, natural beauty, and community 

experiences. 

▪ To utilize online platforms and social media 

to reach broader audience and attract tourists 

to rural areas. 

▪ Foster collaborations between government 

agencies, private sector players, and local 

communities to support tourism development 

and infrastructure projects. 
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▪ Should implement the systems to monitor 

and evaluate the economic, social, and 

environmental impacts of tourism regularly. 

▪ To establish channels for community 

feedback to address issues promptly and 

adapt strategies as needed. 

▪ Use data from impact assessments to refine 

and adjust tourism practices, ensuring they 

remain sustainable and beneficial. 

▪ Should develop and enforce policies that 

promote sustainable tourism practices, 

protect local cultures, and ensure equitable 

benefit distribution. 

▪ Should provide incentives for businesses and 

communities to adopt sustainable practices 

and invest in tourism infrastructure. 

▪ Should encourage the use of technology to 

enhance tourism experiences, streamline 

operations, and manage resources efficiently. 

By implementing these recommendations, rural 

community-based tourism in Bangladesh can be 

developed sustainably, ensuring economic 

benefits, cultural preservation, and environmental 

conservation. 
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